












Always be humble and gentle. 
Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 

Ephesians 4:2
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St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Worship Space 
There are no dressing or reception facilities in the 
church. All those participating in the wedding should 
arrive dressed and ready. Usually the bride will wait in 
the vehicle in which she arrives, but our Lannon Chapel 
in the lower church can be opened as a waiting area.

Seating Capacity
The seating capacity for the church is approximately 
635.
 

Seating Arrangements  
The Bride and Groom sit on the right side in front of 
the altar in the sanctuary. This is the appropriate posture 
for listening to the Word of God and the presider’s 
homily. During the wedding ceremony, the bride and 
groom will stand and face each other in front of the 
altar.

Those selected to be readers would sit in the 
congregation, come forward to the ambo when they are 
invited, then return to their seats after the reading.
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Decorations in photo are an example of one of our seasonal displays; 
they change during the liturgical year.

Wedding Decorations

Please share these guidelines with your florist.
  
In planning decorations for any season or event, 
the General Instruction of the Roman Missal is an 
appropriate guide: church decor should be noble and 
simple rather than ostentatious. The liturgical setting of 
the church and sanctuary (i.e., all seasonal decorations) 
are not to be altered for weddings and no seasonal 
decorations are to be moved; there are no exceptions.

• Decorations on the outside railings or exterior doors 
   are not permitted.
• NO materials such as rice, confetti, birdseed, or flower 
   petals may be thrown on the front steps or down the 
   aisle.  
• For safety reasons, aisle runners are not allowed.
• Setup and removal of flower arrangements,
  decorations, and/or pew markers are the
  responsibility of the florist or other designated party, 
  not the St. Ignatius Staff. All must be removed
  immediately after your wedding.

Floral Decorations
St. Ignatius is elegantly and appropriately decorated 
each liturgical season. These decorations must stay in 
place and are not to be altered. Flowers are a beautiful 
addition to any church service and can be incorporated 
into the worship space.

We suggest the following three options:
•	F1 Two arrangements on pedestals by the back altar.
•	F2 One arrangement in front of the altar.
•	F3 Two arrangements (not on pedestals) on the steps 

in front of the altar. 
Flower arrangements are to be brought into the church 
at the beginning of your scheduled wedding reservation 
time unless earlier arrival has been approved beforehand. 
Boutonnieres may be delivered to the sacristy prior to 
the ceremony.

Pew Markers 
• Pew markers are placed on the main aisle pew ends.
   The number of pew markers used is your choice.
• For the wedding party pews, you would need 6 
   markers, 3 on each side. 
• For the rest of the front sections, add another 18, 
   9 on each side.
• For the back sections, add an additional 28, 14 on   
   each side.
• Pew decorations are to be placed using pew hooks or 
   elastic cord. No tape or nails are to be used.     



Behind the first column of both sides.

At the break on the left side.

Wedding Photography and Videography 
The Wedding Liturgy is a sacred moment of rejoicing
in prayer, song and gesture. While we understand your 
desire to record this moment, we ask you to observe 
the following guidelines so that the sacred joy of this 
day will not be intruded upon by photo and video 
equipment.

It is your responsibility that your photographer and/
or videographer are aware of these guidelines before 
your wedding so that they can plan in advance what 
equipment to bring. Exceptions will not be made for 
any photographers and/or videographers. 
• Flash photography is not permitted at any point 
   except for the processional and recessional.
• Only the lighting available in the church may be used; 
   no additional lighting may be brought into the 
   church.
• Photographers and videographers cannot enter the 
   sanctuary, impede the musicians, or stand/move in
   front of the guests and wedding party.
 

 
• After the wedding, the church will remain open for 
  photos, provided there is time within your reservation.  
  (a total of two hours beginning one half-hour before 
  the wedding). 
• All photographers and videographers are required to 
  check in with our Wedding Coordinator when they 
  arrive at the church and obey the directions given. Any 
  aggressive behavior or disrespectful actions from 
  the photographer or videographer will not be accepted 
  and they will be asked to leave.
• Below are the approved locations where professional 
   photographers may take photos (non-flash) and where 
   videotaping equipment may be set up. No exceptions 
   will be made. 



Best wishes! May God grant you all of life's blessings and love’s joys.
If you are residing in the parish area after your wedding,

we invite you to register at St. Ignatius and 
hope you will become involved in our parish community.

Saint Ignatius of Loyola Parish
28 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

stignatiuschestnuthill.org

Contact:
For Wedding Inquiries: Carol Russo, 617.552.6102, russocu@bc.edu

For Music Consultation: Allyn McCourt, 617.552.6114, mccourae@bc.edu

Parking and Transportation
Parking is available in yellow spaces in the parking lot 
beside the church and in front of the church on 
Fr. Herlihy Drive. The curb space directly in front of the 
church is for the bride’s vehicle. 
Additional parking is available in the Boston College 
garage, which is beyond the church parking lot on the 
right side of Campanella Way. There are handicapped 
parking spaces on Commonwealth Avenue and at the 
top of the parish office driveway just behind the church. 
Please observe and honor all posted parking signage; 
vehicles may be towed. We ask that you provide your 
guests with this information.
 

An Important Reminder: 
Most trolleys and special vehicles rented for weddings 
cannot travel on highways or high-speed roadways. 
Check with your transportation company to determine 
actual travel time required to arrive at St. Ignatius 
Church for your wedding.

St. Ignatius of Loyola Church is located at 28 
Commonwealth Avenue by Boston College in the 
picturesque Chestnut Hill neighborhood of Newton, 
just a short drive from downtown Boston and accessible 
by public transportation. For navigation purposes, note 
that our church is in Chestnut Hill, not Boston. 

http://stignatiuschestnuthill.org
mailto:russocu@bc.edu
mailto:mccourae@bc.edu

